Age-related evolution of the contribution of the right hemisphere to language: absence of evidence.
The age difference observed between Wernicke's and Broca's aphasics has been understood by some authors as an indication of a progressive diminution of the contribution of the right hemisphere to language throughout the life span. To test this hypothesis, 24 right-hemisphere-damaged (RHD) and 24 normal control adults were submitted to six tasks looking at different aspects of language abilities. Results showed that RHDs performed less well than normal subjects on 3 of these tasks, but that this difference was not linked with age (younger than 55 versus older than 65 years). Consequently, these results do not support models of functional brain organization suggesting a decreasing contribution of the right hemisphere to language abilities with age.